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“Since our
inception in 1987,
the founding and
subsequent
member countries
to ETDE have built
the world’s largest
and most
comprehensive
electronic
information
collection in the
broad field of
energy research,
technology, and
development. ”

Chair’s Statement

ETDE’s relevance to global energy solutions came to the forefront
in 2006. Since our inception in 1987, the founding and subsequent
member countries to ETDE have built the world’s largest and most
comprehensive electronic information collection in the broad field of
energy research, technology, and development. Today, our ETDEWEB
database is widely recognized as the most authoritative source of its
kind. With nearly 4 million records, its contents on any particular
energy-related sub-discipline are astounding. Given this one-of-a-kind
resource, it is understandable that ETDE would be involved as a
partner in efforts to meet global energy challenges.

One such effort is a broad initiative of the International Energy
Agency (IEA), the umbrella organization under which ETDE operates.
Following the 2005 G8 Summit in Gleneagles, Scotland, which
focused largely on energy issues, the IEA developed a plan of action
and launched an initiative known as Networks of Expertise in Energy
Technology (NEET). A primary thrust of NEET is to use existing
networks of expertise (such as ETDE) to play a role in engaging both
IEA and non-IEA countries in global collaborations to improve energy
security. The main focus is on the “plus-five” countries of Brazil,
China, India, Mexico, and South Africa, along with the Russian
Federation, and to explore opportunities for engagement of these
major energy-supplying and/or energy-consuming economies in the
work of relevant IEA implementing agreements.

Of course, ETDE, being a cross-cutting, knowledge-sharing
programme, holds significant benefits for any member countries.




(This is easily demonstrated by the fact that two of the “plus-five”
countries (Brazil and Mexico) have been ETDE members for many
years.) The premise of ETDE is that energy and environmental
solutions can be accelerated through robust information exchange.
The key to this premise is a sense of reciprocity. In their early fact-
finding and planning meetings, NEET officials are discovering a keen
interest in access to energy technology “knowledge,” such as that
found in ETDEWEB. As a result of this interest, ETDE was invited to
play a significant role in the first NEET workshop (held in
Johannesburg, South Africa, in February 2007). ETDE is poised to be
a player in all of the plus-five countries that have an interest in the
mutual benefits of information exchange.

Following up on last year’s report, we were quite happy to
hear that our Dutch colleagues would remain active members of
ETDE, with renewed domestic financial sponsorship for the
Netherlands’ participation.

ETDE’s 20th anniversary occurs in 2007 (January 26 to be precise),
and we plan to commemorate our successful longevity with a one-day
public conference in Lisbon, Portugal, in July 2007. Clearly, we have
much to celebrate and many audiences to whom we are grateful for
their commitment to the broad exchange of energy research
information. Please “stay tuned” to the benefits of ETDE and our
upcoming events at www.etde.org. W
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About ETDE

The Energy Technology Data Exchange, or ETDE, is a multilateral
organization formed in 1987 to further international information
exchange. ETDE is composed of countries/entities that have chosen to
use their combined synergies to meet key information needs rather
than continue individual or bilateral information gathering practices
that became cost-prohibitive. ETDE is considered an Implementing
Agreement under the International Energy Agency (IEA) Framework
for Technology Co-operation structure. The ETDE Implementing
Agreement serves as a legal basis for the collaboration. ETDE’s
objectives are:

* To compile and maintain a shared database on information

related to energy research and technology.

* To disseminate information related to energy research and
technology.

+ To explore, and where appropriate develop, other ways of
collecting and disseminating information related to energy
research and technology.

+ To support the work of the International Energy Agency.

The aim of ETDE is to increase awareness and understanding of
energy science and technology, to foster technology transfer, to help
avoid unnecessary duplication of R&D and to provide a tool to
support policy decisions. ETDE has defined its mission as:

“To provide governments, industry and the research community in
the member countries with access to the widest range of information
on energy research, science and technology and to increase
dissemination of this information to developing countries.”

User/member benefits include:

+ Staying abreast of recent developments in various research areas

(including some basic sciences)

+ Avoiding duplication of research effort and learning from
expected and unexpected results

+ Jump-starting research at a point further along than anticipated

+ Identifying which countries and people are involved in particular
research areas

* Promoting international cooperation in energy research and
development

* Understanding how countries deal with energy-related
environmental and climate change issues



* Finding approaches to energy use, including policy and economic
factors, alternative and renewable energy sources, and
conservation aspects

* Finding a historical perspective on energy issues

ETDE is managed on a daily basis by an entity that serves as
Operating Agent (OA). The OA is guided by an Executive Committee
made up of delegates from each participating country/entity. The
Executive Committee is led by a Chairperson, and two Vice-Chairs.
A Technical Working Group, also made up of delegates from each
country, provides advice and recommendations on the technical
aspects of the exchange.

ETDE operates in both a centralized and decentralized way.
Members (also known as Contracting Parties) participate on a cost-
and task-sharing basis (see the ‘About Membership’ section). An
annual fee is required to fund the centralized operations of ETDE
carried out by the OA (see ‘Financial Matters’). The decentralized
functions required of each member ensure that the energy-related
information published within its borders is provided as input into
ETDE’s Energy Database, and thus available to fellow members and
approved developing countries through ETDEWEB and other member
sources. Members are also highly encouraged to attend Executive
Committee and Technical Working Group meetings and participate
actively in ad-hoc subgroups and electronic discussions.

In 2006, 16 countries were members: Brazil, Canada, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Republic of Korea, Mexico, The
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the
United Kingdom, and the United States. The OA continued to be the
U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Scientific and Technical
Information.

ETDE disseminates its database information via ETDEWEB and
other country-developed products. See “The Energy Database in 2006
section for details about the contents (sources and subject areas) as
well as access and usage data. New in 2006, ETDE has redesigned its
websites and added an Alerts feature to ETDEWEB. More details
about these new additions and other highlights can be found in the
‘ETDE 2006—Year in Review’ section.

ETDE retains its strategic vision of being “best in class” as a key
provider of energy information. M



ETDE/ETDEWEB
Redesign

ETDE 2006 —
Year In Review

ETDE began 2006 with a new ‘look’ for the main website and
ETDEWEB database, and the year ended with ETDE looking forward
to celebrating its 20th anniversary beginning in early 2007. Highlights
for these main events and those throughout the year are documented in
the following pages.

In late January 2006, the new ETDE website design and contents
debuted. Delegates from member countries assisted in choosing the
final design for the logo. In addition to an updated ‘look’, the new site
incorporated a more logical layout, fresh
text descriptions and additional graphical
elements. A major focus was to combine
the main ETDE site and the ETDEWEB
database more seamlessly, thus making it much more clear to potential
users what ETDE’s main benefits are. A direct link for access or
registration to the database is now prominent on the first page.

Other new main site additions include a news feature which now lets
visitors know about significant events, and a history page, which
documents highlights since ETDE began in 1987. Sections about the
database (including subject areas and alternate availability sources),
about membership (how to join), and about the organization (including
who the members and delegates are and which developing countries
have access) have been continued in new ways. A special new search
tips section developed by an ETDE technical subgroup also debuted
with the redesign.

The redesign of ETDEWEB was focused around the newly-adopted
ETDE logo. The separate logo of ETDEWEB incorporates the compass
and color scheme of the ETDE website. It also hosts a cleaner and more
polished layout with the logon box
very accessible on the left, various
main options at the top, and news to
the right. Less frequently used
options for contact information and disclaimers are found at the bottom
of every page. More extensive help is provided with detailed descriptions
and a link to the new search tips section mentioned earlier.

The new Alerts feature now available in ETDEWEB had been
requested by many respondents in previous user surveys. To sign up for
alerts, a user must be a regular registered user (so that the e-mail
address is stored). The user sets the preferences for the search and the
frequency of the alerts. Then, the user will begin receiving e-mails
based on their preferred frequency and specified search terms to alert
them of new records added or updated in the database. Many websites

offer this capability, and ETDE can now proudly say that ETDEWEB




provides this helpful feature to its user base of scientists/researchers,
librarians, cybrarians, program managers, students, and others.

ETDEWERB previously provided the ability to download citations in
text or HTML format. These formats are still available along with a
new option: downloading citations in EndNote format. Many
users all over the world use EndNote to search online bibliographic
databases, organize their references and images, and create
bibliographies and figure lists.

Users can also add a field to the results display. Therefore,
ETDEWEB users are no longer limited to the standard display
showing only a few fields like author and title. Users sometimes need
more information to determine if a record is really relevant or worth
further review. For instance, users may choose to add the field
“research organization” to the results display if they are only
interested in work performed at a particular organization. With this
added information on the results list, the researchers can more easily
determine which records they need to access without having to view
each individual record. This saves valuable time.

There are also several other new features available on the search
results screen related to sorting choices and additional navigation
tools. An author select tool allows the user to choose variations on
author names, as sometimes the name is in full, other times with one
or more initials. This can be useful as it formulates the search
properly to account for all selected forms.

Administrative users of ETDEWEB also have new features
available. Administrators now receive an e-mail message letting them
know that there is a user request in the queue. This was on the
requested enhancements list after ETDEWEB was first implemented.
In addition, requesters receive automated e-mail messages verifying
that their requests have been received and receive automated e-mail
messages if their requests are approved. These notifications should
save some time for administrators by reducing the frequency that
they need to check ETDEWERB for requests and by reducing the time
needed to write and send e-mail messages for approvals.

As a result of requests from users and suggestions received in user ~ Password
surveys, ETDEWEB password requirements have now been requiremen’[s
significantly simplified. Special characters are no longer required as Simp|iﬁed
part of the password, and there is no longer a requirement to change
the password every 6 months. Also, the requirement for a nonnumeric
character in the first and last positions of the password is no longer
necessary. The only requirements for ETDEWEB passwords are that
they contain a minimum of 8 non-blank characters with at least



2 numbers. It is hoped that these changes make it much easier for
users to remember passwords while providing a more user friendly
experience of ETDEWEB.

Membership/ ETDE continued its policies for conditional and unconditional access

Developing Country  for many developing countries around the world. The 28th Executive
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Access Initiatives Committee (ExCo) added a few countries due to economic status, and a

few countries became eligible after joining the International Nuclear
Information System (INIS) (approved via written procedure). Since the
2005 annual report issuance, access was granted to Botswana, Haiti,
Libya, Mauritius, Qatar, and the United Republic of Tanzania. Serbia
and Montenegro access was changed to Serbia access only, as
Montenegro has not yet joined INIS. A few countries remain where
contacts are still needed before access can be granted: Belarus, Central
African Republic, Indonesia, Jordan, Kyrgyz Republic, and Namibia.
The 28th ExCo also encouraged affiliate/regional members/sponsorship
options for many countries, but verified that only full membership
would be an option for many developed countries.

After a change in funding organizations, The Netherlands remains
an ETDE member while France’s situation beyond 2007 remains
uncertain. South Africa continues to show strong interest in ETDE.

Non-member countries eligible for access

Unconditional access:

Albania, Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Botswana, Cameroon, Congo, Dem. Rep.,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Georgia, Ghana, Guatemala, Haiti, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Libya,
Madagascar, Mali, Mauritius, Moldova, Mongolia, Morocco, Myanmar, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, Thailand, Uganda, Uzbekistan,
Vietnam, Yemen, Rep., and Zambia

Conditional access (contact Operating Agent):

Belarus, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Central African Republic, Colombia, Egypt, Iraq, Indonesia, Jordan,
Kyrgyz Republic, Macedonia, FYR, Namibia, Pakistan, Romania, Serbia, Rep. of Tanzania, Tunisia,
and Ukraine

Electronic Records As noted in the 2005 annual report, international publishers such as

PFOJeCt Elsevier continue to grow ever-larger, publishing many key journals
reflecting worldwide authors as the intellectual source of the research.
Traditionally, responsibility for covering this information for the
database falls to the country where the titles are published, which
creates a very large burden on a few countries due to the high
publishing volume. The ExCo has recognized the resource difficulties
for covering this large amount of information and agreed to continue a
centrally-funded effort toward continuing coverage in 2006 and 2007.
Thousands of these records are now in the database while another few
thousand await subject indexing. A separate collaboration with INIS in
2007 will be helpful in computer assignment of suggested keywords for
the indexing.



